At the Semi Annual on March 13/10, the main topic of interest was the CCD on Southern Vancouver Island in the Duncan/Cowichan area.  Information from 31 beekeepers indicates that ineffective mite control and subsequent secondary pathogens probably lead to the colony collapse that occurred before Christmas.
The dry summer and late honey flow had prevented mite treatments (Apistan) until late September and October. Some sideliners lost 90% of their colonies. Our apiarist, Paul van Westendorp, strongly recommends the following five procedures: 
1. Regular monitoring for varroa throughout the season
                  
2. Always check after mite treatments; another might be needed     
                
3. Start treatments by mid August to ensure winter hardy brood
                 
4. 20% regular replacement of brood frames
                 
5. Irradiate equipment ex. 30% per year
 

Over 40 members attended this Semi Annual meeting which as Mike Campbell noted, was the 90th Anniversary of the BCHPA.  To celebrate, Ian Faber and his wife, Betty, who did most of the footwork for our meeting, arranged to have a large, colourful cake to enjoy on the coffee break.  Needless to say, the first part of the meeting proceeded quickly as the Executive and Committee Heads gave their reports.  Revenue for the first six months is down due to members downsizing and a decrease in Beescene advertising.  Expenses are on budget.  The Beginner Beekeeping course is in the developmental stage and the Student Handbook and Instructor's Guide should be available this fall.  An Instructor's Workshop is also being planned.  This program will be operated on a Cost Recovery basis.  
 

Regional Reps reported the mild winter has greatly improved colony survival and beekeepers are being cautiously optimistic of the benefits of an early spring.  Both wholesale and retail prices for specific floral source honey are firm.  Spontaneous applause was given to Ted Hancock and Heather Clay, CEO, Canadian Honey Council for their prompt attention to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency's temporary border closure to importation of Queens from Hawaii.  Evidently, the USDA was reluctant to provide certification that the queens were from yards with no more than 1% varroa in 5% of the apiary.  Publicity in the Toronto Star probably helped the CFIA in their decision. 
 

The Strategic Plan of 2004 will continue to serve the BCHPA as a framework for several more years.  The two Queen Rearing workshops are full with waiting lists and the IPM workshop at Kamloops had over 70 participants.
The IPM workshops for Comox and Castlegar still have openings.  The executive are working on new protocols, timelines and application guidelines for accessing funds from the Investment Agriculture Foundation which has funded the Queen Rearing and IPM workshops. 
 

The feasibility of establishing a Honeybee Council will be presented at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) in Cranbrook as well as recommendations on joining the BC Agriculture Council. We need answers to such questions as to which group in the Agriculture Council should BCHPA belong and where will the funds to belong be found?  Dennis Lapierre, spokesperson for BC Agriculture Council had outlined the benefits of a strategic alliance which could serve as an effective lobby group for beekeepers.  Both of these issues before the executive are related in that the future effectiveness of the BCHPA will be determined by having access to various sources of funding and the willingness to develop stronger strategic alliances with other stakeholders in the agriculture industry. 
 

For instance, there was some discussion on the problem of hive valuations for beekeepers seeking financial recovery with the Agristability program. Our president, Stan Reist, offered to get clarification as the guest speaker, Paul Jeffares, did not show possibly due to misinformation.  Would association with the BC Agriculture Council assist in receiving greater consideration for hive valuations?  Greater consideration from the BC Tax Assessment for overwintering sites of honeybee pollination units?  Interesting points to ponder.  
 

The 2010 AGM is in Cranbrook, October 21-23; the committee is planning to put on a really great program in celebration of our 90th Anniversary.  
 

Respectfully submitted, Gerry McKee
