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Hive Roofs 
Galvanised metal is the most suitable material for use in covering hive 
roofs. It does not need much maintenance. When the galvanised metal 
starts to fail a metal primer followed by a metal paint can be applied. If 
heat reflection is wanted then an aluminium or heat reflective paint can be 
used. Thin aluminium sheeting is a good alternative to galvanised material 
as it is corrosion resistant and needs no maintenance. Consider using 
silicone mastic to fix metal sheeting to the underlying structure, then you 
don’t have to make holes in it for nails.   

Roofing felt can be used to cover roofs, but it is not very durable and the 
wood underneath can rot before it is obvious that the felt is damaged. 
When roofing felt has been used, the felt can be painted with a heat 
reflective paint recommended by the felt manufacturer. Any holes or small 
tears can be repaired using a suitable mastic sealant. It is best to remove 
the whole covering if any part of the roof needs to be re-felted. 

5. Choice of exterior coating or finish 
Water-based Acrylic paints and stains can be used. They have good 
weather resistance but are soft and prone to physical damage. Water-
based shed and fence treatments should not be used on smooth timber 
normally used for the construction of hives. 

Microporous finishes work well on hives. These treatments allow water 
vapour to escape from the wood without peeling or blistering the finish. 
They are also highly water repellent and flexible. The use of paints based 
on these principles gives an excellent and durable finish. 

Woodstains may contain fungicides but no insecticides are used and 
these products can be used safely on beehives. 

Woodstains and microporous finishes have a distinct maintenance 
advantage over conventional paints. After 3 to 4 years it is only necessary 
to clean down and recoat. Woodstains are classified as low or medium 
build according to their resin content. Low build finishes are preferable for 
migratory beekeeping. 

Varnishes are unsuitable for use on hive parts.  Under prolonged 
exposure to sunlight the finish breaks down and  restoration is difficult. 

Note: hive parts that have been  treated should be dry and free from 
odour before the bees are housed in the hive. 
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